CHAPTER VI

Raleigh and Guiana

THE next most important steps in the pioneering work
which founded the British Empire in Tropical America
were taken by SIR WALTER RALEIGH. This great man
was born in 1552 at a farm called Hayes, in the parish
of Budleigh in Devonshire, the fourth son of a country
gentleman. He studied at Oxford (Oriel College), and
went out in 1569 to the wars in France to assist the
Huguenots. After a stay of six years in France he re-
turned to London and resided in the Middle Temple,
where he gave himself up to the study of Spanish. Later
he took part with his half-brother, Sir Humphrey Gilbert,
in an unsuccessful expedition to North America, and then
he fought with the English forces against the Spaniards
who had landed in Ireland.

Becoming a courtier, and gaining the favour of Queen
Elizabeth, and probably with it a certain amount of
wealth, he twice assisted to finance expeditions for the
colonization of North America, the more important of
which was that which founded the British settlement on
the coast of North Carolina (Roanoke), a region to which
Raleigh gave the name of Virginia, in honour of Queen
Elizabeth. On these expeditions in all he spent ^40,000,
an enormous sum for that period; but they all came to
nothing, or at least nothing at the time, though the prin-
cipal city in North Carolina bears the name of Raleigh